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house. It is possible that a log of firewood can be
used as a pillar or a rafter. You are welcome to
use it so, so far as we are concerned," The
Sastry was perhaps a little surprised at our soft
speaking. He did not understand it until, much
later, he noticed when he went to the backyard
that some bamboo and a pillar had been carried
away. He knew, of course, that it was our work.
So he rushed to the bonfire field shouting like
ten demons.
Two of our boys were there as watch and
gave us a shout; and we all ran up, one man with
an old basket, another with an old sieve, others
with old brooms, still others with some dried
cow-dung. We had a great fight with the Sastry.
He said that if we really burnt, his bamboo and
pillar he would break our necks for us. Bhima,
the lame, became a poet again. "You will not
break our necks," he said, " you will surely shake
your ears/5 Tirumal said: u Do not shake your
ears: shake your snuff-box and give us a pinch."
And he pretended to be taking a pinch of snuff
and produced with his nose the noise' with which
Narayana Sastry was known to introduce that
stimulant into his nasal passage. This did not
improve matters and it looked as if, in defending
the bamboo and pillar which we had brought away